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2026-059

2/23/2026 Town Manager

Authorize police staffing at all polling places and delegate deployment to the Chief of Police. This
authorization shall apply to all future elections unless amended or rescinded by the Town Council.

The Commonwealth’s election reform law, Chapter 92 of the Acts of 2022 (“VOTES Act”), amended
M.G.L. c. 54, §72 to require that the governing body of a municipality detail a sufficient number of
police officers or constables to each polling place for every election in order to preserve order, protect
election officials, and enforce election laws.

Historically, the assignment of police officers to polling locations in North Attleborough has been
performed by the Police Department without issue. This measure establishes formal compliance with
the amended statute while preserving the Town’s longstanding operational practice by authorizing the
Chief of Police to determine staffing levels and deployment in consultation with the Town Clerk and
election officials.

Adoption of a standing authorization eliminates the need for repeated Council action prior to each
election, ensures continuity of election security operations, and provides clear legal authority for the
Police Department to detail officers for all municipal, state, federal, and special elections held in the
Town.

This measure supports the orderly conduct of elections, protects election workers and voters, and
ensures the Town meets its statutory obligations while maintaining efficient and professional public
safety operations.
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Letter to President of the Town Council Justin Pare'
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